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1. REF B SUMMARIZES THE GOP'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN GENERAL. THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT IS 
ITSELE AN ACTIVE ADVOCATE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN INTERNATIONAL 
FORA. 

2. OFFICIAL PANAMANIAN REACTION TO U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS 
POLICY IS BASICALLY FAVORABLE. HOWEVER, MOST OF THE 
PRESSURE EXERTED ON PANAMA CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS HAS 
COME EROM U.S. SENATORS WHO VISITED PANAMA IN THE COURSE 
OF THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY DEBATE, A TIME WHEN PANAMA WAS 
RELATIVELY ANXIOUS TO PLEASE. THIS PRESSURE HAS HAD SOME 
RESULTS, SUCH AS THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION TO REVOKE 
CERTAIN REPRESSIVE LAWS AND TO ALLOW POLITICAL EXILES TO 
RETURN TO THE COUNTRY. 

3. GEN. TORRIJOS HAS CONSISTENTLY AVOIDED TALKING ABOUT 
HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS IN PANAMA ON THE GROUNDS THAT NONE 
EXIST HERE. HE SEEMS TO FEEL A GREAT PERSONAL ADMIRATION 
FOR PRESIDENT CARTER, IN PART BECAUSE OE THE PRESIDENT'S 
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STAND ON HUMAN RIGHTS, AND WE BELIEVE THAT THAT 
ADMIRATION IS SHARED BY MANY PANAMANIANS. BUT IF HUMAN 
RIGHTS PROBLEMS ARISE WHICH LEAD THE U.S. TO TAKE A MORE 
AGGRESSIVE STAND VIS-A-VIS PANAMA, SOME OF THIS GOOD 
FEELING MAY WELL WEAR OEF, HAVING A DETRIMENTAL EFFECT 
ON THE SPIRIT OF U.S. -PANAMANIAN COOPERATION SO NECESSARY 
TO THE TREATY IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD WE ARE NOW ENTERING. 
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4. AMONG PRIVATE PANAMANIANS, PARTICULARLY THOSE OF AN 
ANTI-TORRIJOS BENT, A CERTAIN INCONSISTENCY IS SEEN IN 
U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY. MANY BELIEVE THAT THE U.S., 

IN SUPPORTING AND NEGOTIATING A TREATY WITH THE TORRIJOS 
GOVERNMENT, VIOLATES ITS OWN HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY BY 
DEALING WITH AN "ILLEGAL DICTATORSHIP". 

5. PANAMANIANS AS A WHOLE HAVE TENDED TO VIEW THE VERY 
FACT OF THE U.S. PRESENCE IN THE ZONE AND U.S. CONTROL 
OVER PANAMANIAN TERRITORY AS A SORT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATION OF THEIR ENTIRE COUNTRY. IN A SIMILAR VEIN, 
MANY BELIEVE THAT ANY NUMBER OF OTHER COUNTRIES - 
NICARAGUA IS A FAVORITE EXAMPLE - ARE MORE APPROPRIATE 
TARGETS OF U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY THAN IS PANAMA. 
JORDEN 
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